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Now in its fifth year, the Dubai International Arabian Horse 
Championship (DIAHC), held March 20-23, brought 
together an estimated 300 of the top competitors from 12 
different countries. The championship event was held at the 

Dubai International Convention and Exhibition Center and featured horses 
from some of the best of Arabian bloodlines. 

The three-day show, highlighted by the patronage of the Deputy Ruler 
of Dubai and United Arab Emirate (UAE) Minister of Finance, HH Sheikh 
Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum, was joined by the Dubai International 
Horse Fair, the largest equestrian exhibition in the region. 

Adding to the competitive spirit, the Dubai venue was the last stop on 
the six-show menu for the highly anticipated International Dubai Gold 
Cup Series, which awarded $400,000 in prize money (or $100,000 for each 
class). All four classes in the series were swept by horses owned by one 
man—HRH Prince Khaled bin Sultan bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud from Saudi 
Arabia. The Dubai Gold Cup Junior Female winner was 2-year-old Layan 
Al Khalediah (Dakharo x Padrons Amour), the Dubai Gold Cup Senior 
Female winner was Magora (Gazal Al Shaqab x Margotka), the Dubai Gold 
Cup Junior Male prize was taken by Marquis Cahr (Marwan Al Shaqab x 
Rohara Magnifica), and the Dubai Gold Cup Senior Male award went to 
Dakharo (Dakar El Jamaal x Fof Kharolina). In its second year, the Cup 
was awarded for points accumulated at designated International “A” class 
European Conference of Arab Horse Organizations (ECAHO) shows. For 
the 2007 and 2008 season, these shows included the Sharjah International 
Arabian Horse Festival in Sharjah, UAE; the Championship de la Mediter-
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at the opening Ceremony of the DIahC.
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annee at Menton, France; the Elran Cup, Borgloon, 
Belgium; the United Kingdom International Arabian 
Horse Show in Towerlands, United Kingdom; and the 
Qatar International Purebred Arabian Horse Show in 
Doha, Qatar. 

Festivities ended on Saturday evening with a packed 
house, which included many members of the royal families 
including HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Prime Minister of the UAE, who came to watch the 
championships and opening ceremony held at the end of 
the show. The finale included a performance that had some 
of the aspects of the touring equestrian show, Cavalia, as an 
acrobat swung from a high wire interacting with the riders 

In British dressage, the horse is graded on a points system awarded on the 
percentage mark you achieved in your dressage test. As your dressage horse 
gains points it progresses on to the next level of test. The levels are Prelimi-
nary, Novice, Elementary, Medium, and Advanced Medium, which includes 
Prix St. George, Intermediaire and Grand Prix.

For a complete explanation of the British Dressage and Points System, visit 
www.epworthequestrian.com/dressage.html

the BrItIsh Dressage graDIng poInts system?

respectively. While the W’rsan Stables won other honors 
at the show for their in-hand horses, they are perhaps most 
proud of the advances shown by their working ridden 
horses. In addition, the W’rsan horses and riders have only 
been training together since January 2008. Senior W’rsan 
stallion Monarch AH (Wiking x *Sasanka) arrived in 2001 
as a package deal with 148 mares during the dispersal of 
Magness Racing Ventures in the United States. Although 
W’rsan has a well-developed racing and endurance program, 
not every horse fits into this mold and W’rsan is making a 
concerted effort to train other talented Monarch babies so 
they will also have “jobs.”

The Drakeley girls—Charlotte, 14, and Madelaine, 12, 
are experienced and focused riders for their age. “The girls 
started riding at home at Larks Hill Stud in Buckingham-
shire, England, where we raise warmbloods,” says mother 
Sarah Drakeley. Raised with the larger movements of warm- 
blood horses, the girls have just recently started training 
and competing on Arabians. 

After moving to the UAE in the fall of 2006, the Drakeley 
girls were welcomed by the Royal Stables in Abu Dhabi 
for their riding expertise. Although Arabian racing and 
endurance are well established now in the UAE, dressage is 
still an infant sport, with very few riders and horses at upper 
levels. Charlotte took on the training of a Welsh pony named 
Holly Bolly Bunch Kins. They had only a few months to- 
gether when the riding season began with the November 
Regional World Dressage Challenge at the Dubai Emirates 
Equestrian Center (EEC). Charlotte received first place on 
Holly with a score of 64 percent in the children’s division. 
“Charlotte is now qualified to ride for the FEI in Aachen 

at the World Dressage Championships as a Junior member 
of the UAE Dressage Team,” Sarah says.

At the beginning of the season, riding for the Al Reef 
Dressage Team, Charlotte won four consecutive first place 
ribbons with her mare, Cennen Alarch, in the Preliminary 
Junior class at an EEC show. She then advanced to Novice 
and was always placed one, two or three. “This was a big 
achievement as she was competing against adults in this 
class,” says Sarah. She won her novice class at the March 
Dubai Dressage Championship and also her junior section 
in the team event, making it possible for the Al Reef team 
to take first place. 

The two young ladies speak enthusiastically about their 

below. No large celebration is complete in the UAE 
without fireworks and there was a fine display, scaled down 
for horses and inside crowds. The crowning moment was 
an Arabian horse walking in a plastic bubble while a Lusitano 
performed high-level, in-hand movements with his trainer.

The DIAHC concentrates on in-hand classes and has 
only recently included two ridden competitions, which 
opened the show on day one. Though there were many 
awards given to top Arabians throughout the show, the 
ridden classes showed the most diversity of talent. Some  
of the horses ridden under saddle had minimal arena work 
or dressage training. Most of the horses had backgrounds 
in racing and endurance. The ridden classes were divided 
into “Mares and Geldings” and “Stallions,” and points were 
given for manners, conformation and individual performance.

The show ring was set up to give views of the arena via 
a mega-screen to the four corners of the viewing stands. 
Ridden class equestrians gamely held their own against the 
giant TV viewing screen, which proved a challenge as the 
horses rounded the corner under saddle and saw themselves 
reflected in mega-size movement.

The Mares and Geldings ridden class was won by 
Wanderin Sue V (Desperado V x Willow Bey V), bred by 
Varian Arabians and now owned by Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahayan of Abu Dhabi. Number two 
and three in the class were Foebe (Kasadi x Freyr), ridden 
by Ibrahim Al Mhireche, and Shamilah Aroma (Monitor  
x Lady Amie), ridden by Mohamed Al Mhireche. Both 
horses are owned by the Abu Dhabi W’rsan Stables. The 
ridden Stallions class was dominated by horses from the 
W’rsan Stables when The Specialist (Monarch AH x Suzanka), 
ridden by Charlotte Drakeley, Al Khattar W’rsan (Monarch 
AH x Lady Steele Amie) ridden by Madelaine Drakeley, 
and Al Mijlas W’rsan (Monarch AH x Esbella), ridden by 
Mohammed Al Mhireche, took one, two and three, 

aBoVe, leFt to rIght: ronan tiki (Kahuna tiki x rosaleen) 
wins fourth place in the ridden stallion class; moro Dusa (sabr 
na x mora Duga), First place, endurance Champion, mares 
and geldings; Dakharo.

BeloW leFt: Dakharo won the senior male Championship.

aBoVe: al Khattar W’rsan, ridden by madelaine Drakeley, placed 
second in the ridden stallions class.

BeloW: sheikh mohammed bin rashid al maktoum, prime minister 
of the uae and president of Dubai watches the opening ceremonies.
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Dubai WorlD Cup 

Right on the heels of the DIAHC and 
adding to the week’s buzz was the 

Dubai World Cup, held on March 29  
at Nad Al Sheba Race Course in Dubai. 
“The Richest Flat Race in the World” has 
become the social event of the spring  
for Dubai. It is certainly a “must see” 
and “a must be seen” occasion. This race 
program, featuring five Group 1 races 
and two Group 2 races and offering a 
total of $21.25 million in prize money, 
attracts some of the top Thoroughbreds 
and Arabians from around the world. 
This year’s star contender was the 
Thoroughbred Curlin, winner of the U.S. 
Breeder’s Cup race and 2007 Horse of 
the Year. The $6 million prize for the 
winner of the World Cup, the last race 
of the evening, guaranteed a full house 
until the end, and Curlin’s 7¾ lengths 
finish over the rest of the field of 13 horses 
made it look like an easy paycheck. The 
4-year-old, currently the world’s highest 
rated racehorse, was ridden by Robby 
Albarado and trained by Steve Asmussen. 

The first race of the night, the nine- 
horse Purebred Arabian Kayhyla Classic, 
was more of a fight to the finish. Six-year- 
old Mizzna (Akbar x Alanudd), ridden 

by Tadgh O’Shea, was the only mare 
in the $250,000 race. The chestnut 
mare upset Madjani’s (Tidjani x Salama) 
three-time winning streak as she pulled 
ahead of the gelding in the stretch and 
left him in second place under the wire 
with Al Moutawakel (Dormane x 
Morgane De Piboul) finishing third and 
Kandar Du Falgas (Kesberoy x Djoulia 
Du Falgas) coming across in fourth 
place. Owned by Sheikh Mansour bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan of Abu Dhabi and 

burgeoning careers in the horse world. Charlotte’s main 
competition horse at W’rsan is The Specialist. “He’s not 
what you’d think of a typical Arabian stallion,” Charlotte 
says. “He’s very gentle.” The 9-year-old stallion had an 
uneventful racing career and a small start in endurance. 
Charlotte and the handsome grey have had three months 
training together for dressage, and he seems to thrive on 
the thrice weekly sessions. “He’s come a long way since I 
started riding him,” she says. “He’s very responsive with a 
good attitude. I think he likes the competition.”

In January at their second show together at the EEC, 
Charlotte and The Specialist took third in the Preliminary 
Junior Class and fifth in the Purebred Arabian Class. A 
suspensory injury kept the stallion off the center line for 

trained by Eric Lemartinel, Mizzna is 
the daughter of three-time Kahayla 
Classic winner, the U.S.-bred Alanudd 
(Djelfor x Blue Moon), originally named 
Unchained Melody. 

The Kahayala Classic for Arabians 5 
years and older was first run in 2000 
under that name and it was called the 
Dubai Arabian Classic. Alanudd won the 
race wire-to-wire for three years consecu-
tively, starting in 1999. Alanudd, bred 
by Bill and Dianne Waldron, still holds 
the track record for this 2,000-meter dirt 
track win at 2:13:34.

This stylish Dubai event combines the 
best aspects of the fashion-forward Royal 

Ascot races in England and the over- 
the-top Kentucky Derby gala atmo-
sphere. Ladies are encouraged to 
dress in their finest attire with contests 
for “best turned out” and the competi-
tion for most striking hat is almost as 
competitive as the horse sports. 

The 13-year-old track at Nad Al 
Sheba will soon have a much grander 
atmosphere due to the new and larger 
facility called Meydan that is being 
built in close proximity to the present 
site. The new complex, slated to be 
ready for the March 2010 race season, 
will have seating for 60,000 and will 
include restaurants and retail outlets.

two months, but his first place in the Ridden Stallions 
Class at the Dubai show proves he is back in form.

Madelaine is happy with her progress on the stallion,  
Al Khattar W’rsan. Khattar did not have much training 
before the two started their training, and Madelaine’s soft 
touch has allowed the 5-year-old grey to train at a pace 
that is comfortable for him. In their dressage debut in 
February at an EEC show, they earned a second and third 
in the Junior and the Purebred Arabian Class and continue 
to improve. “It’s perfect how we work together,” says 
young Madelaine. “He has a lot of potential and is going 
really well this season. He is really easy and very sensitive.”  

“In my opinion this pairing has a real future together,” 
volunteered Sarah. “She gives him just the right encour-

agement.” Madelaine is looking forward to starting several 
more horses in the next UAE equestrian season, which 
runs from November to the end of March.

The Al Mhireche brothers train horses for W’rsan and 
are fine-tuning their equestrian skills in the dressage arena. 
Neither of them had ridden a dressage test before January. 
During the past three months, Mohammed has managed 
to increase his dressage scores and has done a very good 

job with Shamilah Aromah, taking ribbons at many of the 
locally held competitions. Ibrahim has also worked hard 
and started to increase his scores on the 4-year old stallion, 
Al Khabbas W’rsan. “But Ibrahim likes a challenge and 
always chooses the most difficult horses,” Sarah says.   

All four horses train in the same arena and work well 
together, and the girls don’t think twice about the fact that 
they are riding stallions. Breeding Manager at W’rsan Deirdre 

aBoVe: mizzna, winner of Kahayala Classic 2008.

leFt: Colorful outfits were the mode of the day at  
the Dubai World Cup on march 29.

BeloW: Curlin heading to the gate.

aBoVe leFt: mizzna jockey, tadgh o’shea after his win. 

aBoVe rIght: out rider at the Dubai World Cup. 

BeloW leFt: stilt walker with great hat...maybe her dress is a hat.

aBoVe, leFt to rIght: Charlotte and madelaine Drakeley ride out on their stallions;  
as’sabhan W’rsan (on De mark x *suzanka) winner of the racing stallions class; Ibrahim al mhireche and sugar Bear.
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Everything is OTT in Emerald City. That translates to Over 
The Top in Dubai, according to local British speak.

When the Ruling families of Dubai and Abu Dhabi, two 
of the seven United Arab Emirates, decided to make a more 
diverse economy, they felt that the biggest and the best would 
quickly bring the world’s attention.

Projects underway all have the “first-ever,” “biggest” or 
“richest in the world” attached to the end of their name. In 
Dubai, the most visible of the Emirates, OTT projects include 
the tallest building in the world, Burj Dubai, currently at 
636.9 meters (2,086 feet), the first luxury underwater hotel, 
Hydropolis, the largest man-made island housing projects—
The Palms, The World, The Universe—and the world’s largest 
airport (now being built) to bring in the trade. 

The mineral-rich region of Abu Dhabi, an hour’s drive 
from Dubai, has watched the frenetic energy of their neigh- 
bor’s growth and has taken a more conservative approach. 
Major projects underway for Abu Dhabi include the Formula 
One race-track, scheduled to be finished by the fall of 2009 
and museums by the Guggenheim and the Louvre are both 
slated for 2012 openings.

Equestrian sports in the UAE run from November to March, 
when the weather rarely gets above 87°F (31°C) or below 
64°F (18°C). Several disciplines are quite popular, including 

show jumping and endurance. In 1998 the UAE hosted the 
Biggest Equestrian World Endurance Championship, inviting 
162 competitors. The 12-year-old Dubai World Cup flat 
race currently entices top Thoroughbred and Arabian horses 
from many countries with $21 million USD in prizes. During 
the race season, there are also 31 Thoroughbred and 19 
purebred Arabian races with the minimum prize money per 
race being approximately $15,000 USD. The UAE is repop- 
ulating its native Arabian bloodlines with the best stock that 
money can buy. Owners have hired the best talent available 
from around the world in horse trainers, jockeys, manage-
ment and veterinarians. 

People ask me what it is like to live in the Emirates. When 
I moved to Abu Dhabi less than a year ago, the ex-pats I 
met all said, “You will love living here.” Ex-pat is short for 
expatriate, and there are about 160 different nationalities 
represented in the UAE, although ex-pat usually refers to the 
more affluent corporate workers. 

It did not take long to find out why living here is so 
popular. The climate is a mix of warm and dry weather like 
Palm Springs, Calif., from November through May, with 
southern Georgia humidity thrown in during August and 
September. It is during this time that many take their Holidays. 
The lifestyle in the UAE is easy. Most businesses keep to a 
Mediterranean schedule of open in the morning, closed in 

Hyde is not surprised that the horses are so compatible. 
“Monarch’s children are all really sweet,” she says. Hyde  
is excited about the future for these horses. “Next year, 
we are hoping to send a team to the European Arabian 
Sport Horse Championship.”

Sarah Drakeley spends many hours on the road getting 
the girls to their riding assignments and training at three 
different stables in the neighboring Emirates of Abu Dhabi 
and Dubai. And even though horses are a passion, the girls 
do not neglect their school work. “Charlotte is taking French 
lessons and they are both at the top of their classes,” Sarah 
says. “It is important to us that they keep up the level of 
their schoolwork. If you want to follow your dream, you 
have to do the bread-and-butter stuff well. If things go well, 
the girls are looking at a professional career with horses.” 

For complete Dubai International Arabian Horse 
Championship results, visit www.diahc.ae.   

Pamela Burton has spent many years writing and photographing 
all breeds of horses for numerous equestrian magazines in the 
United States and abroad. She is now based out of Abu Dhabi, 
UAE, where she will replay equestrian events in the Middle East 
and Europe to make them come alive for the rest of the world. 
View her website of photos at:  www.horsereporter.com.

California-native on living in the uae

leFt: marajj (marwan al 
shaqab x rga Kouress), 
reserve Champion senior 
male, owned by sheikh 
mohammed saoud sultan 
saqar al Qassimi.

opposIte: Ibrahim rides 
Foebe (Kasadi x Freyr) in 
ridden mares and geldings, 
placing second.
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the afternoon and open again in the evening. I find it is con- 
venient to shop or visit in the warm evenings, and find myself 
in stores at midnight next to families stocking up on goods. In 
the best colonial tradition, there is domestic help if you want 
or need it, and most ex-pat families with children have the 
luxury of a nanny. Most of all, I find the people are happy to 
be here, and the Emiratis are generous people. White-collar 
workers have come from many countries to challenge them- 
selves with interesting careers that are “outside the box” and 
usually work with the best minds in their fields. The intellec-
tual stimulation is not to be underestimated. Many people 
from the U.S. wonder if I wear a burqa, the black cloak that 
covers most or all of the Arabic women while out in public. 
Western women, like myself, comprise the majority and wear 
what we wish, with emphasis on smart and elegant. Shopping 
is, of course, “world class.” Finally, while most of the world 
is licking financial wounds, the UAE is experiencing a major 
growth mode and the possibilities are endless. 

Some of the top equestrian professionals in the world make 
their way through the UAE, and I am taking the opportunity 
to learn from them. I recently attended a seminar about stem 
cell repair used in sport horse injuries. 

Both public and private stables are available for riding, 
and I have found the Abu Dhabi ladies stable at Al Asayl to 
be both close and welcoming. Stable manager, Ruth Taylor, 
a British event rider, welcomes women requiring basic training, 
as well as more advanced sessions in jumping and dressage. 

Desert rides are full of charm, as the evening twilight casts 
magnificent shadows over the dunes. Al Asayl trains and 
promotes one of the first ladies-only endurance team compe- 
titions, which will enter its third year in 2008/2009. 

And finally, the mix of accents and languages is challeng-
ing and intriguing, and I am frequently able to use my French. 
I am also learning to speak “true Brit,” with a range of words 
that never made it to America. However, I still do not under- 
stand why they say “aluminium (al-u-MIN-e-um).”

For more information about the Emirates, visit  
www.emirates.org.

—Pamela Burton 

sign on the palm island project, Dubai.
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